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Our Services

Hawksford is experienced in facilitating 
clients from Russia to invest and 
structure their assets in the UK and other 
international locations. Hawksford has 
one of the largest specialist Russian and 
CIS accounting teams in London.

450+ employees 
worldwide
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Networked across 
8 regions worldwide 

7 Russian speaking staff
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With offices in Europe and Asia, 
Hawksford is perfectly placed to  
help you and your business in key 
growth markets. 

Our Russia and CIS team is 
experienced in meeting the regulatory 
compliance, tax reporting and 
outsourced administrative needs of 
clients from across the world seeking 
to trade or acquire assets in the UK 
and other international locations.  
Our services include:

In the UK:

 ■ Company formation including 
FCA application sign-off, company 
secretarial and governance services

 ■ Tax compliance services including 
close co-operation with clients, tax 
advisers and lawyers

 ■ IFRS and consolidation

 ■ Preparation of corporate and 
personal tax returns

 ■ Preparation of statutory 
financial statements and regular 
management accounts

 ■ Taxation compliance services for 
buy-to-let property and personally 
used residential property

 ■ Taxation compliance services 
for UK resident non-domicile 
individuals and financial planning 
on immigration to, and emigration 
from, the UK

 
In the UK and from our offices 
in Europe and Asia:

 ■ Incorporation, company secretarial 
and ongoing company governance 
and outsourced administration 
in various international financial 
centres worldwide

 ■ Fully outsourced support for your 
international company including 
bookkeeping, payroll, management 
accounts, compliance and financial 
reports 

 ■ Stand-alone or multijurisdictional 
SPV management and 
administration for structured 
financing: holding companies, 
securitisation vehicles and other 
issuance vehicles

 ■ International expansion and market 
entry services

 ■ Asset protection, succession and 
family offices services for clients 
with links to the UK requiring 
wealth planning, tax reporting 
services or structuring for high 
value residential real estate and 
other assets

Why choose Hawksford’s Russian and CIS team? 

 ■ We have client relationships with 
non-UK resident Russians from 
dominant sectors such as Energy, 
Mining, Forestry, Technology and 
Real Estate 

 ■ We travel regularly to locations 
across Russia including Moscow 
and Saint Petersburg to visit our 
clients and we value face to face 
relationships 

 ■ Our Russian clients range from 
entrepreneurs and high-net-
worth individuals to family-owned 
businesses, large corporates, 
Multinational Corporations and 
FTSE listed companies 

 ■ For many clients, we have 
assisted with international and 
cross-border needs, for example, 
corporates with operating entities 
in the UK and China 

 ■ We work with many of the most 
prominent Russian intermediaries 
and advisers, both in Russia and 
internationally

 ■ Our expertise is highly 
recommended and our UK 
Managing Director has often 
been sought out for contributions 
and commentary on Russian 
investment into the UK

 ■ Our pricing is very competitive 
when compared with other 
international professional 
services firms

Why Hawksford? 

“It is always a pleasure working with Steven and his 
team on corporate matters. The team has an in depth 
understanding of Russian and CIS businesses and their 
technical ability and professionalism are top quality. 
The team’s client service and communication is always 
of the highest standard.”
Olga Boltenko, Managing Partner at Boltenko Law
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A privately owned tech 
company wanting to expand 
its horizons.

Referred to us by an existing client of 
Hawksford, this client was looking for 
accounting, bookkeeping, taxation 
and audit services. The company is 
a Fintech business, developing card 
payment systems.

Currently the client is seeking FCA 
(Financial Conduct Authority) 
registration and undergoing testing 
to receive licensing from the major 
card payment providers. 

Though the company is registered in 
the UK, it has international presence 
and is planning to operate its servers 
from different countries.

For them, it is important to have 
a boutique approach, as well as 
high quality work and assistance on 

building the bookkeeping system, 
answering the needs of the future 
business, involving complex large 
volume transactions.

Our solution:

They came to us after having the 
first year accounts and audit done 
by another firm of accountants. 
Dissatisfied with the service they 
had received, Hawksford were able 
to meet interests of the business 
by putting in order accounting 
documentation and organising 
appropriate bookkeeping systems, 
as well as resolving outstanding 
issues with UK tax authorities.

Due to future FCA registration it 
was important that audit services 
were also provided. By using our close 
association with our in-house audit 
firm, we ensured the accounts were 
audited to meet tight deadlines and 

acting as the central point of liaison, 
we ensured the client’s accounts were 
audited to meet tight deadlines.

Services provided:

 ■ Bookkeeping, accounts and 
corporation tax preparation, 
payroll, assistance on statutory 
work and general advice.

Client Case Studies

A bakery and cafe 
chain offering franchise 
opportunities to investors in 
the Russian Federation and 
Ukraine. 

This client has a longstanding 
relationship with Hawksford, 
established due to our committed 
interest in the Russian market.  
Over a number of years, we have 
developed a partnership providing 
comprehensive services at 
reasonable cost.  

The client faces fierce competition 
and tough economic conditions, 
however, due to market-winning 
business strategies and high-quality 
products, has established a stable 
market share and good reputation 
allowing for steady growth.

It’s important to our client to have 
a timely, accurate and concise 
response to their questions and 
requirements, as they constantly 
grow and evolve. 

Our solution:

Hawksford provides bookkeeping 
and accounting for the holding 
company and for the group, 
preparing consolidated financial 
statements for the management 
team. We offer tax reporting 
service and VAT Return preparation 
as well as yearly preparation and 
filing of group statutory financial 
statements. Hawksford acts as a 
key liaison with the group auditors.  

Services provided:

■ Bookkeeping, accounts, group 
consolidation, VAT Returns and 
corporation tax preparation, 
assistance on statutory work and 
general advice.
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Asset protection for non-
resident UHNW Russian 
in light of changing 
circumstances. 

A wealthy Russian expat, who 
already had trust and company 
structures for holding interests in 
a number of Russian companies, 
wanted to revisit their wealth 
management plans. The client had 
remarried and now had two  
families and was also increasingly 
sensitive to Russia’s changing socio-
political and economic situation, 
and what this could mean for their 
assets and wealth. The client’s 
tax adviser engaged Hawksford’s 
Private Client team in Jersey to  
work on a comprehensive asset 
protection plan. 

Our solution:

After thorough consideration, it was 
agreed to create two structures. The 
first would hold the client’s interests 
in Russian-related activities and 
would be ringfenced for specifically 
asset protection purposes.  

The terms of the trust permitted 
continuous holding of these assets, 
and because it was a directed trust 
the clients continued to oversee 
the investment performance 
while leaving the day-to-day trust 
administration to Hawksford.  
The second held all of the client’s 
other interests with a protectorship 
committee, thereby enabling the 
client to maintain some control/
involvement of the exercise of some 
of the trustee’s broader discretions. 
We worked through many tax, 
regulatory and relationship 
complexities with their adviser 
and built an excellent and trusted 
relationship with the client over 
many years.  

Services provided:

■ A full range of asset protection 
and succession planning services 
including professional trustee 
services, corporate governance, 
and private managed companies 
for holding various international 
assets.
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Steven Landes
Managing Director of Hawksford UK 
Steven.Landes@hawksford.co.uk 
T: +44 207 637 5666

Marina Chianova
Head of Russian Desk
Marina.Chianova@hawksford.co.uk
T: +44 207 637 5666

Marina is a bi-lingual, qualified accountant with over 
20 years' experience within the financial services industry, 
including working for one of the Big Four in Moscow.

Marina works on a diverse and varied portfolio, ranging 
from large international groups to SMEs and high net 
worth individuals. On a daily basis Marina deals with a 
variety of clients on accounting, corporate taxation, 
audit and personal taxation matters. Marina prepares 
group financial statements for large international 
companies which includes coordinating, monitoring and 
reviewing financial statements. Marina deals with audit 
work carried out by component auditors of the groups.  
She prepares and reviews accounting and VAT work, 
for small and medium sized entities.

Marina looks after Russian speaking client relationships 
and promotes Hawksford services at different Russian 
speaking business conferences and events in the UK, 
Russia, Ukraine and Kazakhstan.

Steven provides a wide range of services to the financial 
services sector ranging from FCA application sign off, 
providing a fully outsourced back-office support function 
for such entities, acting as FCA auditor and providing 
tax and financial planning advice on a proactive basis. 

Steven qualified as a Chartered Accountant with a 
medium-size Central London firm and after a spell at 
Ernst & Young became a partner at Berg Kaprow Lewis 
before starting S H Landes LLP. Hawksford acquired 
the Corporate Services clients from S H Landes LLP 
in September 2018, and with that Steven joined the 
Hawksford Group. He has had articles published on 
tax issues affecting leisure developers and on the 
international environment affecting offshore and 
onshore companies.

Steven also has a particular experience with overseas 
entrepreneurs looking to trade on an international 
basis using UK companies. Steven has contributed to a 
number of high profile publications, such as Taxlinked, 
TechRound, the RBCC and the BBC.

Key Contacts  

For more information please get in 
touch with either of the team below.
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“Hawksford works 
with many of the most 
prominent Russian 
intermediaries and 
advisers, both in Russia 
and internationally”

 0605



Thinking beyond 
tomorrow

www.hawksford.com

Hawksford comprises a number of companies operating in multiple jurisdictions; for further information 
regarding these entities and their regulatory status, please visit www.hawksford.com/regulatory




